
The streetscape of Downtown Dartmouth is 
evolving with renovations and redevelopment cap-
turing the spirit of renewal. A prime example of this 
process is a new building at 19 Portland Street.  

The Bright Side is a 6-storey, multi-use building 
that brings a modern aesthetic to its neighbour-
hood. The building offers residential and office 
space, ground level parking, and a roof mezzanine 

and deck that boast 
beautiful views of 
Halifax Harbour. It 
also features a geo-
thermal heating sys-
tem and basement 
reservoirs that store 
reclaimed rainwater 
and grey water for 
energy efficiencies. 
Outside, shouldice 
hidden fastener brick 
enhances the upscale, 
urban appearance of 

its narrow frontage. 
Peter Cox, P.Eng., Lindsay Senior 

Project Manager admits to the challenges of 
erecting a multi-storey building in a 30 ft. 
wide space. “With no parking, no room for 
equipment, working with scheduled street and sidewalk 
closures, and building up against property lines, this 
project took some real expertise and a lot of precision, 
including chipping out 10 ft. of rock for basement space 
without disturbing the properties next door.”

Owner Roger Eckoldt, Urchin Holdings Limited 
knew it was a challenging site from the start: “The truth 
is there aren’t many people who would have been willing 
to take on the job. It’s a tight space where you can’t even 
put your materials down without bumping into someone.” 
But Roger loves the finished downtown space and raves 
about Dartmouth as a fantastic place to work and live. “It’s 
a great, but highly under-rated location,” says Eckoldt. 
“Finding experienced and talented builders like Lindsay 
to work on this kind of site helps change the face of the 
neighbourhood and get Dartmouth noticed.”

the concrete technology provides the country with a 
new building option known for its durability, safety, 
aesthetic appeal, and cost effectiveness. This particu-
lar building serves as a housing model for military and 
government agencies and Lindsay will continue in their 
design role to roll out over 50 similar multi-storey 
buildings in Jordan.

    The prototype 
has already been  
recognized with a 
2011 TCA Tilt-Up 
Achievement Award. 
“You can see the 
evolution of these 
awards,” says Smith. 
“25 years ago it was 
an innovation using 
Tilt-Up to construct 
larger and larger 

spaces. Now the awards recognize projects that are unique 
and challenging.” Challenges that, in Jordan, included the 
communication barrier with local trades and the effect of a 
hot, arid climate on concrete construction.
	 Fellow Board Member Shawn Hickey, President of 
Ottawa’s SiteCast Construction Corp. oversaw the con-
struction project in the Middle East. “With the combined 
resources of SiteCast and Lindsay Construction, this dy-
namic group can offer the full Design-Build expertise the 
region requires. Lindsay’s design department adds the Ca-
nadian Engineering aspect that the Jordanian professionals 
unanimously respect.”
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PROJECT: The Bright Side apartment building

SIZE: 6-storey/2,100 sq. ft. footprint

DETAILS: mixed use building

START/FINISH: June ‘09 - November ‘10

METHOD: ICF construction

DESIGNER: Connor Architects & Planners Ltd.
			 

                            

Design-Build: 
Peter Cox, Kirby Putnam, 
Laurence Smith

Pre-Engineered Metal Buildings: 
Peter Cox, Kirby Putnam, 
Ben Stokdijk 

Tilt-Up Concrete Buildings: 
Kirby Putnam, Laurence Smith 

Nuform: Peter Cox, 
Kirby Putnam, Ben Stokdijk

Construction Management:
Cory Bell, Kirby Putnam

Estimating: 
Peter Riley, Scott Saccary

General Contracting: 
Martin Kreft, Ben Stokdijk

Small Jobs and Miscellaneous 
Service Work: Gordie Bishop Sr., 
Gordie Bishop Jr., Matt Crosby, 
John McCrae, Bob Salsman, 
Karl Wyllie

Roofing & Service Work:  
Curtis Jordan, Curtis Turner,

Metal Cladding and Metal 
Roofing: Curtis Turner,
Bob Salsman

Asbestos Abatement 
& Removal: Gordie Bishop Sr. 

Concrete Coring & Sawing:
Kevin Cordeiro, John O’Neil 

Concrete Repairs: Karl Wyllie

LEED® Accredited 
Professionals:
Andy Knowles, Bryce McLeod, 
Jon Soehl, Ben Stokdijk

Drywall, Ceilings, Doors & 
Hardware: 
Gordie Bishop Sr., Bob Salsman, 
Karl Wyllie

Custom Sheet Metal/
Miscellaneous Metals:
Mannie Lewis, Curtis Turner

Services/contacts 

PROJECT: Housing unit prototype in Jordan

SIZE: 1,754 sq. ft. footprint

DETAILS: 2-storey housing unit

METHOD: Tilt-Up Design-Build

DESIGNER: Lindsay/SiteCast Construction Corp.
			 

                            
			     

When you think of key 
Canadian exports, add 
Tilt-Up design and con-
struction to the list. In late  
2010 Lindsay Construction 
brought their Tilt-Up ex-
pertise overseas, designing 
the first Tilt-Up project in 
the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan. Through his avid 
participation on the Board of the Tilt-Up Concrete 
Association of North America (TCA), Laurence 
Smith was approached about the opportunity to 
bring the building system to Jordan. “This coun-
try has an abundance of material that lends itself 
perfectly to forming concrete, and has been build-
ing with concrete masonry for thousands of years. 
What they don’t have is Tilt-Up technology. We 
were eager to introduce it, because it’s absolutely 
the right tool for the job,” Smith says.
	 The military housing prototype features 31 in-
sulated Tilt-Up wall and roof panels. Introducing 

A Tight Site for The Bright Side Apartments 

Bright Side Apartments in the heart of downtown 
Dartmouth

The multi-storey residential 
and office building was built 
in a 30 ft. wide space

Balconies flank Bright Side apartment units

“ ”
Finding experienced and talented builders like Lindsay 
to work on this kind of site helps change the face of 
the neighbourhood and get Dartmouth noticed.
– Roger Eckoldt  Owner, Urchin Holdings Limited

Lindsay Construction provided Tilt-Up expertise for the 
construction of this housing prototype in Jordan.
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